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Audience Analysis
Introduction 
Audience analysis usually focuses on the identification of the audience in terms of their demographic features such as cultural or ethnic background, racial, group membership, sexual orientation, religion, gender, age etcetera, as well as adapting the speech to the audience’s beliefs, attitudes, level of understanding, and interests (Beebe, 2012). This paper will focus on the preparation of the audience profile of my class by using the aforementioned demographic traits.
Which categories were easiest to determine and why?
The categories of demographic characteristics were easiest to determine age and gender. Age is easy to determine because, as college students, we often listen to the same kinds of music, watch the same shows as well as we have a standard school history. We have several things in common in the university environment (Beebe, 2012).Therefore, if I would like to speak about any topic, I will not face any challenge to explain to my colleagues concerning my age. Thus, age is a significant demographic characteristic and can help in selecting the topic of the speech. Gender as a demographic factor, on the other hand, is easy to determine since it is not hard to find the ratio of women to men in our class. Gender is very crucial because it can help choose the topic as well as adapt the interests and attitudes of the audience. However, one should make sure not to make unnecessary jokes, or use any stereotypes or sexist language concerning gender. For instance, if the speech topic may any way look like discriminative on a gender basis, then most likely nobody will be interested in listening to the speech. Additionally, the speaker may lose credibility as well.
Which required more guesswork? Explain.
The demographic factors that needed more guesswork are culture or ethnic background, religion, group membership, as well as racial. Culture and religion attracted more guesswork because of it a complex demographic characteristic which involves several components to determine the exact culture of a person. However, one can identify a person's culture by observing he or she behaves, their mode of dress, leisure time pursuits, dietary practices, religious observances, as well as the language is spoken at their home countries.On the other, a person’s ‘race can be determined through guesswork through accent when they talk, dietary practices, and culture (Beebe, 2012).
Culture refers to the shared norms, values, attitudes, behavior, and knowledge of a particular group of people. Therefore, it is crucial to be sensitive to the feelings and culture of other students to avoid saying which may offend them. Ethnicity, on the other hand, is the individual’s religious or national heritage. Students come from various continents, Asia, Africa, Europe etcetera.
 Race refers to the individual’s biological heritage.Thus, it crucial to learn and understand all the members of the class before the actual speech, to make sure you will not range or offend them. Hence, the analysis of these demographic elements helps one to know whether he or she is going to speak to the multi-cultural audience and prepare adequately.
Which characteristics do you think are the most important for the speeches given in this course?
The most crucial demographic characteristics for the speeches given this course are age, gender, culture, and religion (McGarrity, 2010).The gender is most helpful in selecting the topic of the speech as well as adapting the speech content the needs and interests of the audience. For instance, the speech about ‘Women Ceiling in the Society,' the speakers should consider the cause of ceiling in professionalism, and in a leadership role from both matriarch and patriarch point of view to establish a balancing ground and minimize the chances of annoying on gender. Age is also an essential characteristic of the knowledge level and interests of the audience of the speech topic. Additionally, culture and religion are significant demographic elements since they help to identify the beliefs, attitudes, comprehension levels, and interests of the audience. All these characteristics enable the speaker to the audience-centered approach to improve his or efficiency and effectiveness during speech presentations.  
Given all the demographic data you have collected in your analysis, how will this affect your use of language in your persuasive speech next week?
	Demographic Characteristic 
	       Data 
	Effect on Language 

	Ethnicity /culture/Race 
	Diverse 
	Next week will not try to use phrases and words to cuddle up against other student's ethnic background or race because I will lose credibility (McGarrity, 2010).

	Religion 
	Diverse 
	I will avoid words and phrases which seem to be discriminative or abusive to other people's faith.

	Gender 
	Men and women
	I will use phrases or words which are not gender or sex-specific. Therefore I will try as much as possible to be gender sensitive.For instead of using policeman I will use police officer, flight attendant instead of the stewardess, firefighter instead of fireman  

	Age 
	19-30
	I will also try to avoid the usage of word or phrases which range from one age to another.For instance, the cat’s Pajamas’ or OMG (Beebe, 2012).


Conclusion
The demographic analysis of the audience enables us to know different information concerning them that will assist in establishing a bond between the speaker and the audience. Additionally, audience analysis helps in identifying their culture, language, age, attitudes, and beliefs and adapting the content of the speech to meet their interests or needs.
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